The clinical utility of ipsilateral stapedius reflex tests.
Ipsilateral stapedius reflex testing has been evaluated in 166 patients. It proves of value in defining the state of an ear (1) opposite to a unilateral conductive loss; (2) the less hard-of-hearing ear in the presence of bilateral asymmetrical sensorineural hearing losses where the worse ear has sufficiently severe loss to prevent a contralateral reflex from being elicited; (3) in patients with absent contralateral acoustic reflexes at 500, 1000, and 2000 Hz; and (4) in suspected central lesions. The test is still bedevilled by artifacts which are produced in the ear rather than the machine; atypical results must be evaluated with extreme caution.